APPENDIX  A.

On the Conduct of a Civil Action, with Forms
and Precedents.

IT is always wise not to issue a writ for libel or slander
in a hurry.   In no class of cases perhaps is a judicious
handling of the  case in  its  preliminary stages more
essential for a client's success.   Indiscretion and want of
tact are, far more than is generally supposed, the cause
of ultimate failure in an action of this kind.    The plaintiff
himself, in nine cases out of ten, is highly indignant,
often unreasonably so, seeing only his own view of the
case, and is anxious to issue a writ with all speed in
order that he may at the earliest possible moment pro-
perly punish his opponent and set himself right with his
friends and the public.   The plaintiff's solicitor will not,
however, if he is wise, allow himself to be carried away
by his client's wishes on this point, but will insist upon
carefully considering his client's legal position before
moving in the  matter.     It is always prudent before
commencing proceedings to write a judiciously worded
letter to the defendant, giving him an opportunity to
withdraw and apologise.   Such a course will frequently
secure for the plaintiff a verdict in a doubtful case, and,
where his case is a strong one, will materially increase
his chance of obtaining heavy damages.   Whatever be
the circumstances, such a letter can do no harm, and
at the trial it will always find favour both with the judge
and jury.